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&. Department of Agricultural Extension
promotes premium fruits from Southern
Thailand at EXPO 2020 Floriade Almere
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Department of Agricultural Extension
promotes premium fruits from Southern Thailand
at EXPO 2022 Floriade Almere

DOAE proactively widens markets for processed products
aiming at European market expansion

“Fruits are one of the most
significant agricultural products of
‘Thailand,” commented Mr. Rapeethat
Unchittaphan, Deputy Director-General
of the Department of Agricultural
Extension (DOAE). “They generate
substantial income for the country
every year”

“Thailand is well recognised as the
most important and famous producer
and exporter of tropical fruits in the
ASEAN region. In 2021, the value of
‘Thai fruit exports amounted to 181,516
million baht, and the growth potential
continues to increase. Meanwhile, the
Southern fruit season 2022 is coming
to an end in September.”

DOAE organised the 5" Thai
Horticultural (Rotating) Exhibition
under the heading “Everlasting
Fruits” during 31 August - 4 September
2022 at the Thailand Pavilion at the
International Horticultural Expo (EXPO
2022 Floriade Almere). The objective
was to create awareness of the taste,
appearance and nutritional value of
Thai fruits.

The exhibition also demonstrated
the best way to eat Thai fruits and
promoted market opportunities for
processed fruits by inviting visitors to
the Thailand Pavilion to taste fresh and
processed premium fruits cultivated
organically in Southern Thailand.

The fruits and fruit products on
display included fresh durian, durian
paste, freeze-dried durian, fresh
jackfruit, freeze-dried jackfruit, salak,
and fresh and dried banana. Other fresh
products fruits with great potential in
international markets demonstrated
and available for tasting at the expo
included perfumed coconut, seedless
tamarind and six varieties of GI coffee.

“The EU market has demand
for a collection of great Thai fruits,
notably the so-called Thailand
Product Champions which are durian,
mangosteen, sweet tamarind, jackfruit,
rose apple, guava and mango,” added
the DOAE Deputy Director-General.
“In particular, freeze-dried processed
products are very popular”

According to Ministry of Commerce
information, certain consumer groups
in the Netherlands are already familiar
with Thai fruit products, notably
Indonesian and Chinese descendants
as well as Dutch people who have
visited Thailand. Their favourite fruits
include mangosteen, rambutan, guava
and Nam Dok Mai mango.

“However, there are some constraints
on the import of Thai fruits to the EU
market such as high shipping costs
due to long transportation distances,
lack of proper packaging development
to prevent fruits from being damaged
during transportation and lack of advice
on proper storage methods and the right
time for consumption since the fresh
fruits must be harvested prior toripening
to enable timely transportation to their
destination. For example, even though
they have an appetizing colour, Nam
Dok Mai mango cannot be consumed
immediately. Consumers have to wait
awhile until they ripen.”

“DOAE recognises the importance
of introducing foreign consumers to
the proper ways to consume fruits by
organising activities such as the Thai
Horticultural Exhibition. The exhibition
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boosted Thai fruits, in particular Thai
processed fruits, gaining more attention
from Europeans and penetrating new
markets. However, processed products
have more advantages than fresh fruits
as they overcome several constraints.”
Customs Department export
statistics give an overview of nine
varieties of Thai fruits and products
sold worldwide in 2021, as released
on 27 January 2022, namely durian,
mangosteen, rambutan, longkong,
longan, lychee, mango, banana and
young coconut. Total exports of
fresh fruits reached 2,168,278 tonnes
worth 159,275 million baht in 2021,
up by 11.85 tonnes and 30.36 million
baht over 2020. Exports of processed
products reached 265,895 tonnes,
worth 22,241 million baht, up by 1.70
tonnes and 4.82 million baht.
Thailand mainly exported popular
fresh fruits to the Netherlands with a
value of approximately 20 million baht,
including tamarind, apple, coconut,
jackfruit, lychee, guava, mango,
mangosteen, durian, plum, sapodilla,
passionfruit, star fruit and pineapple.
International Horticultural Expo
(EXPO 2022 Floriade Almere) takes
place until 9 October 2022. Those
interested can explore the Thailand
Pavilion and exhibition demonstrating
the potential of Thai horticulture both
in person and virtually through www.
thailandfloriade2022.com.
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www.doae.go.th
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