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Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives Piyarat Tiyapairat visited the Tha Chang
Community Soil and Fertilizer Management Center in Songkhla during the Cabinet's mobile
meeting, emphasizing its support for local farmers in reducing production costs and

increasing productivity.

| b )
Deputy Agriculture Minister Visits
Tha Chang Community Soil
and Fertilizer Center

August 31, 2026
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The Deputy Minister noted that farmers face rising production costs, price volatility, and the
impacts of climate change. She emphasized that effective soil and fertilizer management is

essential for reducing costs, increasing efficiency, and ensuring sustainable farm income.

The Tha Chang center provides soil analysis, customized fertilizer production, and organic fertilizer.
Its services have helped farmers lower fertilizer costs by an average of 35 percent. The center also

received the 2025 Public Administration Excellence Award for participatory public administration.

Piyarat stated that the government plans to expand the center's model by developing Community
Soil and Fertilizer Management Centers into local service providers offering comprehensive,
standardized support tailored to farmers' needs. The initiative will also link these centers with
community pest management networks and Young Smart Farmers to enhance knowledge sharing

and local agricultural capacity.

Director-General of the Department of Agricultural Extension Anchalee Suwajittanon stated that
the Tha Chang center collaborates with agricultural learning centers, farmer groups, and local

networks to make soil and fertilizer knowledge more accessible to farmers.

The department intends to apply lessons from Tha Chang in other regions, helping farmers better
understand production costs, soil and fertilizer needs, and select methods appropriate for local

conditions.
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